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Pathways Across Cultures /
Juta, Cape Town, South Africa 2020
272p.;
9781485129943
$ 40.00 / null
Pathways across Cultures:  Intercultural  Communication in  South Africa  is  a
uniquely  South  African  communication  textbook.  Local  examples  of
communication methods from a wide range of cultural groups are used to explain
theories of communication and complex intercultural concepts. It covers some of
the rich cultural histories of the rainbow nation, such as Khoisan cave drawings,
highlighting the intercultural communication styles of the early peoples who lived
in South Africa. The book also includes critical commentary on western theories
and approaches to studying intercultural communication.
With a view to decolonising how intercultural communication is taught in South
Africa, where possible the chapters in this book have been co-authored with
emerging scholars. This approach provided mentoring opportunities for emerging
scholars  to  develop case studies.  As a  result,  this  book has a wide-ranging
perspective  on  intercultural  communication  that  is  representative  of  South
Africa’s  own cultural  diversity.
https://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=747260
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Power and Loss in South African Journalism : News in the Age of Social Media /
Glenda Daniels
WITS University Press, Johannesburg, South Africa 2020
xx, 212p.
Includes Index ; Bibliography
9781776145997
$ 40.00 / null
440 gm.
This timely collection of essays analyses the crisis of journalism in contemporary
South Africa at a period when the media and their role are frequently at the
centre of public debate.
The transition to digital news has been messy, random and unpredictable. The
spread of news via social media platforms has given rise to political propaganda
and fake news. Yet media companies oust experienced journalists in favour of
'content producers'. Against this backdrop, Daniels points out the contribution of
investigative journalists to exposing corruption and sees new opportunities to
forge a model for the future of non-profit, public-funded journalism. She argues
for the power of public interest journalism and the reflection of a diversity of
voices and positions in the news.
The  book  addresses  the  gains  and  losses  from  decolonial  and  feminist
perspectives and advocates for a radical shift in the way power is constituted by
the media in the South African postcolony. With her years of experience as a
newspaper journalist,  Daniels  writes with authority and illuminates complex
issues about newsroom politics. A semi-autobiographical lens and interviews with
alienated media professionals add a personal element that will appeal to a range
of readers interested in the workings of the media.
https://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=747261
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Science Communication in South Africa: Reflections on Current Issues / Peter
Weingart, Marina Jobert & Bankole Falade (Eds)
African Minds, South Africa 2019
Iv, 232p.
9781928502036
$ 42.00 / null
400 gm.
Why do we need to communicate science? Is science, with its highly specialised
language and its arcane methods, too distant to be understood by the public? Is
it really possible for citizens to participate meaningfully in scientific research
projects and debate? Should scientists be mandated to engage with the public to
facilitate better understanding of science? How can they best communicate their
special knowledge to be intelligible? These and a plethora of related questions are
being raised by researchers and politicians alike as they have become convinced
that science and society need to draw nearer to one another.
Once the persuasion took hold that science should open up to the public and
these questions were raised, it became clear that coming up with satisfactory
answers would be a complex challenge. The inaccessibility of scientific language
and methods, due to ever increasing specialisation, is at the base of its very
success. Thus, translating specialised knowledge to become understandable,
interesting  and  relevant  to  various  publics  creates  particular  perils.  This  is
exacerbated  by  the  ongoing  disruption  of  the  public  discourse  through  the
digitisation of communication platforms. For example, the availability of medical
knowledge on the internet and the immense opportunities to inform oneself about
health risks via social media are undermined by the manipulable nature of this
technology that does not allow its users to distinguish between credible content
and misinformation.
In countries around the world, scientists, policy-makers and the public have high
hopes  for  science  communication:  that  it  may  elevate  its  populations
educationally, that it may raise the level of sound decision-making for people in
their daily lives, and that it may contribute to innovation and economic well-
being. This collection of current reflections gives an insight into the issues that
have to be addressed by research to reach these noble goals, for South Africa
and by South Africans in particular.
https://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=685257
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Babel Unbound : Rage, Reason and Rethinking Public Life / Lesley Cowling and
Carolyn Hamilton
WITS University Press, Johannesburg, South Africa 2020
284p.
Includes Index
9781776145898
$ 50.00 / null
550 gm.
The notion that societies mediate issues through certain kinds of engagement is
at the heart of the democratic project and often centres on an imagined public
sphere where this  takes place.  But this  imagined foundation of  how we live
collectively appears to have suffered a dramatic collapse across the world in the
digital age, with many democracies apparently unable to solve problems through
talk - or even to agree on who speaks, in what ways and where. In this timely
and erudite collection, writers from southern Africa combine theoretical analysis
with the examination of historical cases and contemporary events to demonstrate
that forms of publicness are multiple, mobile and varied.
Drawing primarily on insights and materials from Africa for their capacity to speak
to global developments, the authors in this volume propose new concepts and
methodologies  to  analyse  how  public  engagements  work  in  society.  The
contributions examine charged examples from the Global South, such as the
centuries old Timbuktu archive, Nelson Mandela's powerful absent presence in
1960s public life, and the contemporary debates around the 2015/2016 student
activism of #rhodesmustfall and #feesmustfall. These cases show how issues of
public discussion circulate in unpredictable ways.
Babel Unbound will be of interest to anyone looking to find alternative ways of
thinking about publicness in contemporary society in order to make better sense
of the cacophony of conversations in circulation.
https://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=747262
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Im Staying : Good Thoughts, Good Words, Good Deeds. The Unspoken Impact of
the ImStaying Movement / Natasha M. Freeman , Herbert and Alice Inggs
Penguin Random House South Africa (Pty) Ltd.,Cape Town, South Africa 2020
xiv, 154p.
9781776095506
$ 20.00 / null
220 gm.
In September 2019, Cape Town–based entrepreneur Jarette Petzer posted a
video on Facebook. It was an emotional recognition of the difficulties faced by
South Africa, as well as a heartfelt plea to nurture everything he loves about this
country. Friends suggested that Petzer start a Facebook page to continue the
conversation, and #ImStaying was born.
Within weeks, 400 000 South Africans of every race, socio-economic and political
background joined the page to tell their stories of everyday life – of beauty, of
hardship and the magnificence of their fellow citizens – and to share stories
across cultural barriers, which many had never crossed before. By the end of
December 2019, the page had more than a million followers, and it continues to
grow.
Adhering to the maxim ‘Good Thoughts. Good Words. Good Deeds.’, #ImStaying
is about South Africans creating social cohesion through storytelling – reaching
out to each other to inspire real change in the country they love and want to see
succeed, and shaping a new future out of a painful past.
This book provides another platform for the diverse voices and stories of the
#ImStaying movement, as well as giving an overview of how this uniquely South
African group came about and why it’s so important.
https://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=747263
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